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SUBJECT: PROBLEMS IN COSTA RICA-NICARAGUA RELATIONS 

1 . SUMMARY. RELATIONS BETWEEN COSTA RICA AND NICARAGUA 
HAVE SHOWN SIGNS OF STRAIN OVER PAST WEEKS WITH ALMOST 
DAILY PRESS COVERAGE OF ONE OR MORE BILATERAL ISSUES AND 
OCCASIONAL OFFICIAL STATEMENTS OR ACTIONS. INVITED BY THE 
COSTA RICAN MEDIA TO COMMENT ON THE SPECIFIC ISSUES IN THE 
RELATIONSHIP, NICARAGUAN PRESIDENT ANASTASIO SOMOZA CREATED 
ANOTHER ONE, ACCUSING COSTA RICA OF BORDER TREATY VIOLATION. 
MOST OF THE ISSUES APPEAR TO BE MORE VEXATIOUS THAN HARMFUL TO 
EITHER PARTY BUT THEY ARE OF SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE TO BE 
DISCUSSED IN OFFICIAL TALKS SCHEDULED FOR LATE OCTOBER. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. A NUMBER OF BILATERAL ISSUES HAVE RECEIVED 
WIDESPREAD PUBLIC AND POLITICAL ATTENTION DURING PAST 
WEEKS. REFLECTING A STRAIN IN RELATIONS BETWEEN COSTA RICA 
AND NICARAGUA. THE ISSUES INCLUDE THE CONTINUED 
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IMPRISONMENT IN NICARAGUA OF A COSTA RICAN UNIVERSITY 
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STUDENT FOR INVOLVEMENT WITH THE SANDINISTAS (SHE HAS 

BEEN HELD FOR OVER ONE YEAR); THE ILLEGAL OPERATION 

OF NICARAGUAN FISHING BOATS IN COSTA RICAN WATERS 

AND THEIR SEIZURE AND BRIEF DETENTION& THE ARREST 

IN NICARAGUA OF A GOCR PUBLIC SECURITY OFFICER WHILE 

CONDUCTING AN INVESTIGATION; THE SEIZURE OF COSTA 

RICAN SHRIMP BOATS BY NICARAGUAN AUTHORITES; AND THE 

SUBSEQUENT SENTENCING OF COSTA RICAN FISHERMEN TO JAIL 

TERMS IN NICARAGUA; AND THE GON'S TEMPORARY BAN OF THE LOADING 

AND DISCHARGE OF PASSENGERS IN NICARAGUA BY A COSTA 

RICAN BUS COMPANY. 

3. AT A RECENT MANAGUA PRESS CONFERENCE, VISITING 
COSTA RICAN NEWSMEN ASKED PRESIDENT SOMOZA TO COMMENT 
ON SOME OF THESE ISSUES; SOMOZA'S REMARKS, WIDELY 
REPORTED HERE, ADDED TO THE TESTINESS OF THE ATMOSPHERE. 

WHILE AVOIDING SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT ON THE ISSUES, 

SOMOZA MADE CLEAR THAT HE CONSIDERS NICARAGUA TO BE 
THE AGGRIEVED PARTY IN MOST OF THEM. SOMOZA PARTICULARLY 
RANKLED THE COSTA RICANS BY CHARGING THAT THE RIO ARENAL 
HYDRO ELECTRIC POWER PROJECT, CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
IN COSTA RICA, VIOLATES NICARAGUAN TREATY RIGHTS. HE 
ASSERTED THAT THE PROJECT WILL SERIOUSLY AFFECT THE WATER 
LEVEL IN THE RIO SAN JUAN, INTO WHICH THE ARENAL FLOWS, 

THEREBY AFFECTING NAVIGATION ON THE BORDER RIVER AS WELL 

AS NICARAGUAN IRRIGATION PROJECTS. THIS, HE INDICATED, WAS 
IN VIOLATION OF THE 1858 CANAS-JEREZ BORDER TREATY WHICH ASSIGNED 
NICARAGUA ALL RIGHTS TO THE BORDER RIVER. SOMOZA'S REMARKS 
CAUSED A LIVELY DEBATE IN THE ASSEMBLY AND CONDEMNATION BY 
COSTA RICAN MEDIA. FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO IN A 
PRESS INTERVIEW OCTOBER 14 CATEGORICALLY REJECTED SOMOZA'S 
CHARGE. HE POINTED OUT THAT THE RIO ARENAL IS NOT A DIRECT 
TRIBUTARY OF RIO SAN JUAN (IT FLOWS INTO THE RIOSAN CARLOS) 

AND IS COMPLETELY IN COSTA RICAN TERRITORY. THEREFORE FACIO 
CONCLUDED, IT DOES NOT COME UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
CANAS-JEREZ TREATY. 

4. COMMENT: TRADITIONALLY, COSTA RICAN-NICARAGUAN 
RELATIONS HAVE BEEN MARKED BY PERIODS OF TESTINESS WHICH 
COME AND GO. THUS IT IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR THE PRESS, THE 
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PUBLIC, AND POLITICIANS TO SOUND OFF PERIODICALLY ON 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AND TO PORTRAY 
MINOR ISSUES AS MAJOR PROBLEMS. THIS APPEARS TO BE THE 
CASE AT THE PRESENT TIME. NEVERTHELESS, BOTH SIDES 
CONSIDER THE PROBLEMS SERIOUS ENOUGH TO DISCUSS ON AN 
OFFICIAL BASIS. ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER JIMENEZ 
ANNOUNCED THAT OFFICIALS OF BOTH COUNTRIES WILL MEET 
TO DISCUSS OUTSTANDING BILATERAL ISSUES IN RIVAS, 
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NICARAGUA THE LAST WEEK OF OCTOBER. PRESIDENTS ODUBER 
AND SOMOZA ARE REPORTED TO BE PLANNING TO MEET SHORTLY 
THEREAFTER. 

TODMAN 
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